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CONFERENCE UPDATE-Tracy Swanson, Au.D., 2019 

Conference Committee Chair  

I am a proud member of the strong audiology community we have here in 

the state of NC.  Our inaugural conference was a resounding success and the 

conference committee accepts the challenge to meet and exceed the level of 

expectations we have set.   

Once again, the inclusive agenda will appeal and is respectful to NC 

audiologists from every specialty and facility.  The agenda design includes: 

1. Current events vital to all of our NC Audiology Community 

2. Topics of interest to specialists:  adults and pediatrics, private 

practice, medical, educational and academia 

3. National speakers  

4. Regional experts highlighting and showcasing the state-wide audiology community  

Prime considerations for the conference committee are:  

1. If I could invite anyone, who would I include? 

2. If I’m spending my time and money,  

a. can get all my CEUs? 

b. am I going to take something home that will impact my practice Monday morning? 

c. is this conference going to be energizing, thought-provoking, practical and clinically applicable? 

Make sure you check out the agenda on our website:  https://www.ncaudiologists.org/annual-conference/.  I feel sure 

you will agree this is an outstanding line-up.  Stay tuned for more information on conference details, events and 

opportunities. 

See you there! (CEU there—applied for 13.5 including up to .9 Tier 1) 

 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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Overview of Conference Sessions 
We are so pleased and proud of the presenter line-up for our second Annual Conference.  Remaining true to our mission 

to serve all NC Audiologists, our conference structure is set up in a unique style.  On our first day, Thursday, October 

10th, we have one track of sessions selected to appeal to all audiologists and get us all together.  The second day, Friday, 

October 11th, we have two tracks to allow for the specialties that reflect our demographics.  Track A is the adult track 

and Track B is the pediatric track.  Here’s the summary: 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 

Nicholas Reed, AuD:  Hearing Loss and Cognitive Decline, Public Health, and Patient-Provider Communication 

Gurjit Singh, PhD: The Psychology of Hearing Aid Adoption  

Special Events:  Poster Session & Trivia Bowl 

 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Track A (Adult Track) 

Gyl Kasewurm, AuD, FAAA: Thriving in the Face of Disruption: Cultivating Resilience in Tough Times & Tools for Success 

in Private Practice 

Andy Vermiglio, AuD FAAA: Speech Recognition in Noise: History, Measurement, and Diagnosis 

Special Event:  Advoacy 101 and Q & A with NCAA Lobbyist 

Track B (Pediatric Track) 

Patricia A. Rousch, AuD: Pediatric Audiology Topic TBA 

Chrisanda Sanchez, AuD: Language Limbo – Navigating Pediatric Audiology in a Multi-Cultural World 

BLENDED TRACK – (all attendees) 

Tony Solari - Q & A with the NCAA Lobbyist and Legislative Committee  

Hunter Hoover, MD - "Ouch, My Ear Hurts!" 

Will Eblin, AuD, FAAA-- ETHICS:  Safe Practices in Audiology: Are we too casual for our (patient’s) own good? 

➢ See you there! (applied for AAA, ASHA, NCHADFB CEU’s, including up to .9 ABA tier 1 per track) 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER – Nicholas 

Reed, Au.D. 
Our Keynote Speaker is Nicholas Reed, Au.D.  He is an Audiologist 

and Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery 

at Johns Hopkin Medicine.   

 

We were drawn to include Dr. Reed for a number of reasons.  We 

were intrigued with the recent the Wall Street Journal article on 

Better Hearing Can Lead to Better Thinking.   A review of his 

research revealed topics related to health costs and hearing loss, 

hearing loss as a public health consideration, hearing loss and 

cognitive decline and the relationship between hearing loss and 

patient-provider communication.  

The title of his presentation is “Hearing Loss as a Public Health 

Consideration: Associations between Hearing Loss, Comorbidities, and Health Care System Interaction.”  This topic 

promises to be practical, cautionary, invigorating and challenging. 

His three-hour presentation, Thursday, October 10th at 9:15 am will allow Tier 1 hours.  His range of interests, past 

publications and presentations will provide our conference a perfect warm up for our second annual conference, as we 

welcome current, past and future audiologists back. 

 

 

See you there! (CEU there— applied for .3 including ABA tier 1) 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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FEATURED SPEAKER – Gurjit Singh, Ph.D. 
Featured speaker, Dr. Gurjit Singh, works as a researcher in the 

long-term research division of Sonova AG. His research 

investigates factors that contribute to success with hearing 

instruments and other forms of audiologic rehabilitation. Gurjit is 

an Adjunct Professor at Ryerson University, and is an Adjunct 

Lecturer at the University of Toronto. 

 

The title of Dr. Singh’s presentation is “The Psychology of Hearing 

Aid Adoption.”  I feel confident that every audiologist working with 

hearing aids and patients of all ages can see the value of this topic.  

Hearing loss is a highly prevalent and significantly disabling health 

condition, and the most common treatment is the provision of 

hearing instruments.  

Despite the availability of evidence supporting positive health 

outcomes associated with hearing instrument use, hearing aid 

adoption remains low. Why is this the case?  This topic could not be more timely and appropriate for our daily schedules 

in audiology clinics statewide.   

This three-hour presentation (Tier 1 hours available) will consist of a brief theoretical review of frameworks relevant to 

better understand decision-making processes, a review of how modern data acquisition techniques can inform hearing 

rehabilitation research, a review of several large-scale studies investigating hearing aid adoption and associated hearing 

rehabilitation outcomes, and several concrete ‘takeaways’ designed to inform clinical practice. 

 

See you there! (CEU there—.3 applied for including ABA tier 1) 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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FEATURED SPEAKER – Gyl Kasewurm, Au.D. 
In response to the multiple requests and suggestions of our private 

practice membership, we are so very pleased to announce that Gyl 

Kasewurm, Au.D., is joining our lineup as a featured speaker.  Dr. 

Kasewurm will kick off the second day of the conference and to 

provide a timely and inspiring presentation, “Thriving, not just 

surviving, in these uncertain times. “ 

 

This three-hour presentation (Tier 1 hours available) will address 

issues surrounding the changing face of hearing healthcare and the 

many new challenges we face.  Dr Kasewurm will share her PUSH 

strategy and outline simple ways to take a practice or organization 

to the top of its potential for productivity and profitability.  Dr 

Kasewurm will share simple ways to improve your work and 

personal lives.  This topic could not be more timely and appropriate 

for our daily schedules in audiology clinics statewide.   

See you there! (CEU there—.3 applied for including ABA tier 1) 

 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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FEATURED SPEAKER – Patricia Roush, Au.D. 
In recognition of the special request from our early members to 

include topics of interest to those providing service to the pediatric 

audiology service providers in NC, we are pleased that Patricia Roush, 

Au.D. will be presenting on pediatric audiology topics.  Dr. Roush is 

Professor in the Department of Otolaryngology; University of North 

Carolina School of Medicine in Chapel Hill where she specializes in 

working with newly identified infants and young children with hearing 

loss and their families.  

 

Dr. Roush will start off the pediatric track of our conference on Friday, 
October 11th at 8:00 am.  This three-hour presentation will qualify for 

Tier 1 hours.   The title of her presentation is, “Comprehensive 
Diagnosis and Management of Infants and Young Children.”  
This presentation will examine commonly encountered clinical 
challenges, and strategies to assist the pediatric audiologist in 
obtaining a comprehensive and timely diagnostic evaluation 
using both behavioral and physiologic measures. 
 
 
See you there! (CEU there—.3 applied for including ABA tier 1) 

 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 

 



 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FEATURED SPEAKER – Andrew Vermiglio, Au.D. 
Have you ever wondered why some procedures have not 

consistently found their way into a standard test battery across 

clinics?  For me, speech in noise testing is a prime example.  To 

increase awareness of the importance and facilitate wider use, 

the conference is highlighting Speech in Noise testing.  Andrew 

J. Vermiglio, AuD, CCC-A, FAAA will be presenting on “Speech 

Recognition in Noise: History, Measurement, and Diagnosis.” 

 
 
Dr. Andrew Vermiglio is an audiologist and assistant professor 
at East Carolina University (ECU).  Prior to ECU, he was on the 
faculty of California State University, Northridge.  Dr. Vermiglio 
was involved in the development of the Windows-based 
Hearing in Noise Test (HINT) and the development of the 
Source Azimuth Identification in Noise Test (SAINT).  His 
research is in the area of speech recognition in noise ability and 
the Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD) construct.   
 
 
See you there! (CEU there—applied for .15) 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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FEATURED SPEAKER – Will Eblin, Au.D. 
As many of you are aware, to maintain your ABA certification your 

CEUs must meet not only a minimum number of special Tier 1 

requirements, but also requirements for CEU hours specifically in 

Ethics.  We are pleased to announce an eagerly awaited Ethics 

presentation will be included in our line-up!  William J. Eblin, Jr., Au.D. 

will present on this important topic.   

 

The title of Dr. Eblin’s presentation is, “Patient Safety in Audiology: 

Are we too casual for our (patients’) own good?”  Dr. Eblin is a Clinical 

Assistant Professor at East Carolina University and serves as Program 

Director for the Doctor of Audiology (AuD) program within the 

Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders. Dr. Eblin 

provides patient care services and clinical supervision for graduate 

students in the ECU Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic and teaches 

graduate courses to Doctor of Audiology students in the areas of 

Vestibular Assessment and Management, Auditory Pathologies, and 

Professional Issues in Audiology. 

Dr. Eblin is a former member and Chair of the American Academy of Audiology’s Ethical Practices Committee and 

participated in several presentations and projects during his time on the Committee.   

 

See you there! (CEU there—applied for .1) 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 

 

 

 



 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FEATURED SPEAKER – Hunter Hoover, MD 
We are honored that Hunter Hoover, MD with Charlotte Eye Ear Nose 

and Throat Associates will be joining us to present his enthusiastic 

presentation, “Ouch, My Ear Hurts.”  The presentation will provide 

valuable insight and practical guidance and training in otoscopy, one 

of our most commonly used procedures.  And you will have a darn 

good time learning this information! 

 

Dr. Hoover is a board-certified otolaryngologist who provides 

comprehensive medical and surgical treatment of pediatric and adult 

ENT disorders. He has a special interest in pediatric conditions, 

allergies, chronic sinusitis, sleep apnea and hearing loss. He routinely 

assists neurosurgeons in removing pituitary tumors and other brain 

lesions through the nose. He lectures frequently to physicians, 

residents, medical students and other healthcare professionals and 

has received multiple recognitions for his commitment to teaching 

others. He went to UNC on a Morehead scholarship and remains an 

avid Tar Heel fan.   

 

See you there! (CEU there—applied for .1) 

 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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FEATURED SPEAKER – Chrisanda Sanchez, Au.D. 

Rounding out our pediatric track is Chrisanda Sanchez, Au.D., F-AAA.  

Her presentation will be, “Managing Bilingual Patients Around the 

World.”  This discussion will identify the barriers faced by providers 

when utilizing interpreter services (i.e. in person, via telephone, or 

video relay) and offer solutions to overcome these challenges. This 

presentation will incorporate videos and utilize live polling in order to 

encourage engagement and foster discussion with the audience to 

gain perspective on these cultural challenges. 

 

Dr. Sanchez is an Assistant Professor and clinical audiologist at the 

University of Miami Ear Institute. She received her Bachelor of Science 

(B.S.) and Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) from the University of Florida. 

Dr. Sanchez works as a pediatric audiologist for the Children’s Hearing 

Program. Her clinical specializations include pediatric diagnostics, 

pediatric hearing aids, bone anchored devices, and pediatric cochlear 

implants. 

See you there! (CEU there—applied for .15) 

 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE ALERT! – PUBLIC ADVOCACY AND 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
We are proud to announce an Intro to Advocacy with 

Tony Solari, NCAA Lobbysit. Followed by a Q & A with 

Tony and the Legislative Committee.  This event is 

scheduled for Friday, October 11, at 11:30 am on both 

Tracks. 

 

This session will include an update on current 

legislative issues effecting audiology.  We will include 

time for you to ask any questions and present specific 

concerns.  This session precedes the business meeting 

luncheon and will provide a perfect segue. 

 

 

 

 

 

See you there! (CEU there—applied for .1) 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 

content only and does not imply endorsement of course content, specific products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event 

to the Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the 

American Academy of Audiology. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE ALERT! – Students and Externs, you 

are amazing! 
 

We are proud of the future of our profession.  We welcome you all and look forward to 

meeting you and interacting with you throughout the event.  In thanks for all that you do, we 

have developed a comprehensive menu of student participation options:    

 

Student Participation Events: 
Poster Session—Thursday, October 10th at 5:30 pm 

Student Marshalls—students/externs will be chosen to introduce our esteemed presenters 

throughout the sessions 

Volunteer Opportunities—registration, CEU paperwork organization, etc. 

Convention Scavenger Hunt—throughout 
 

See you there!  

 

  

The North Carolina Audiology Association is approved by the American Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEUs for this 

activity. The program is worth a maximum of 1.35 CEUs. Academy approval of this continuing education activity is based on course 
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SPECIAL FEATURE ALERT! TRIVIA BOWL -Will Eblin, 

Au.D. 

We are proud to announce the return of our NC AA Trivia Bowl hosted by Will Eblin, Au.D. and 

Tracy Swanson, Au.D. on Thursday, October 10th at 6:15 pm.  Teams may include presenters, 

NC-AA leadership or formed based on facility, specialty, facility, random selection, or shoe size.  

Prizes are to be determined but are likely going to be AMAZING! 

 

This event is scheduled for Thursday evening after sessions.  Additional detail to follow! 

See you there!  
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